PREFACE.                                    XXIX
endureth all things,*' to put the most favourable
construction on the passage that it will bear;
and if the best of these is bad, to pass it by.
There are some anecdotes detailed, more par-
ticularly those witnessed at Jerusalem, which
may be thought also unfit for the public eye,
but they are too descriptive of the state of
manners there to be wholly omitted. If I have
given a colouring to these which is not in con-
formity with the reigning taste, I request the
reader to pass them over in silence also, and
attribute both these defects rather to my igno-
rance of the state of public feeling on these
subjects among my own countrymen, from
having mixed much more with foreigners, than to
any wish of mine to shock the prejudices of the
one class, or to offend the delicacy of the other*
With regard to the illustration of biblical and
classical research, which is attempted in the
following pages, I know of so many learned
men who have erred in these rugged roads, that
an unlettered wanderer, like myself, could
scarcely hope to traverse them without oftea
losing his pathv The truly learned will, after
^, however* best estimate the. worth of the
lights which are offerfed to them, since they know
best the toils by which they are elicited, and the
value even of the faintest ray to illumine